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CONFIDENTIAL BRASILIA 1357 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: TECH ENRG PARM BR UK 
SUBJECT: URENCO URANIUM FOR BRAZIL 

BRITISH DIPLOMAT IN BRASILIA TOLD IMBOFF THAT HIS 
EMBASSY HAS TRIED, SO FAR UNSUCCESSFULLY, TO LEARN 
HMG’S POSITION ON THE SALE OF URENCO FUEL TO BRAZIL. 

THE DIPLOMAT COMMENTED THAT HMG, WHEN APPROACHED BY 
THE DUTCH AND BY THE GERMANS, GAVE EACH THE IMPRESSION 
THAT HMG SHARED ITS VIEWS. THIS SITUATION NOW IS 
CONFUSING, HE SAID, BUT HE THOUGHT HMG WOULD IN THE 
END BE FORCED BY ECONOMIC AND LABOR UNION 
PRESSURES TO ADOPT A POSITION THAT WOULD NOT 
JEOPARDIZE THE BRAZILIAN CONTRACT, WITH ITS ECONOMIC 
BENEFITS FOR THE U.K. THE DIPLOMAT OBSERVED ALSO 
THAT DENIAL OF URENCO URANIUM TO BRAZIL WOULD 
REINFORCE ITS FEAR OF DEPENDENCE ON IMPORTED FUEL. 
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